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RESPONSIBLE PARENTING AGREEMENTS AND ORDERS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [3.32 pm]: Members may be 
aware that the Parental Support and Responsibility Act 2008 came into effect in March 2009. The act is part of 
the government’s commitment to ensuring that Western Australian children and young people have the 
opportunity to reach their full potential. The overarching principle of the PSR act is that the best interests of the 
child are paramount. Provisions of the act offer an early intervention and prevention approach by introducing a 
system of responsible parenting agreements and responsible parenting orders to help parents of children aged 
under 15 years who are engaging in antisocial behaviour, truanting from school or committing offences. 

Under the legislation, the Department for Child Protection, the Department of Education and Training and the 
Department of Corrective Services can apply to the Children’s Court for a responsible parenting order when 
parents refuse to take up voluntary parenting support through a responsible parenting agreement. Research shows 
that positive and consistent discipline, constructive supervision and warm and supportive parent-child 
relationships reduce the risk of antisocial behaviour in young people. Research also shows that improving 
parenting skills is a successful early intervention strategy when young people are getting into trouble at school 
and in the community.  

Responsible parenting agreements and responsible parenting orders will assist parents to create better outcomes 
for their children. The approach will also attend to parents who are reluctant to deal with their children’s 
antisocial behaviour and will provide additional parental support as required. The agreements and orders seek to 
improve parenting skills and to assist parents to take responsibility for the behaviour of their children, with the 
aim of improving socialisation, improving school attendance, reducing antisocial behaviour and reducing 
juvenile offending. A responsible parenting agreement is a voluntary agreement between a parent and one of the 
Departments for Child Protection, Education and Training or Corrective Services. The agreement will clearly set 
out actions to be taken by parents and will indicate the support services to be provided to help parents improve 
their parenting skills. Elements of an agreement may include, but are not limited to, the parent or parents taking 
part in counselling or parenting skills training, taking reasonable steps to ensure their child attends school and 
taking reasonable steps to ensure their child avoids contact with particular people or places. If the parent or 
parents do not comply with a responsible parenting agreement, they may be subject to an application for a 
responsible parenting order from the Children’s Court, if it is considered to be in the best interests of the child. 

Under the PSR act, the chief executive officers of the Departments for Child Protection, Education and Training 
or Corrective Services may apply to the Children’s Court for a responsible parenting order when every effort to 
engage the parent or parents on a voluntary basis has failed, and if it is considered that an order will make a 
positive difference to the child’s behaviour. A responsible parenting order compels a parent or parents to take up 
the support offered by agencies and to meet their responsibilities in exercising appropriate control over their 
child’s antisocial, offending or truanting behaviour. A responsible parenting order may be made only in certain 
circumstances, including when it is in the best interests of the child; when the parent has refused to enter into a 
responsible parenting agreement or has not made a reasonable attempt to comply with a responsible parenting 
agreement; when the child is not the subject of a current care and protection order or application for a protection 
order; when the parent understands the order and its consequences; and when the order is likely to assist in 
positively changing the child’s behaviour. Before making an order, the Children’s Court must take into account a 
number of factors, including the extent to which the relevant government agency or agencies have made 
reasonable efforts to assist and encourage the parent or parents to manage their child’s behaviour and to improve 
their parenting skills, and has provided the necessary assistance as stated in the responsible parenting agreement. 

Every effort will be made to engage with parents to help them comply with an order, if it is made. However, if 
the parent or parents fail to comply, without reasonable excuse, and if all reasonable efforts to engage the parent 
or parents have been made, the court can consider a range of options, including confirming or varying the order 
and requiring that it continue, and revoking the order and imposing a conditional release order of good 
behaviour, or a fine of up to $200.  

The majority of parents want the best for their children, and many engage with the support that is offered 
voluntarily. For the period 1 April to 31 August 2009, the departments had approximately 230 families 
voluntarily being assisted with parenting skills. Generally, this represents a voluntary service uptake by 
approximately 56 per cent of parents referred for assistance, and over 90 per cent of such voluntary parents have 
been known to achieve good outcomes with their child’s behaviour. All these parents could be requested to 
engage in responsible parenting agreements under the act if considered necessary. An attempt can be prompted 
through a responsible parenting agreement to engage the nearly 30 per cent of referrals who are not engaging 
with the services offered and, if unsuccessful, the departments may, in the best interests of the child, seek a 
responsible parenting order. The remaining 14 per cent did not proceed for a number of appropriate reasons. 
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I am informing the house of these important tools that can assist parents to positively respond to their children’s 
behavioural needs. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


